Fox aboard The African Queen

On the  3 rd of March the "Fox"  an English Competition took place. To participate, not only did the students have to know English grammar and vocabulary very well, but also were obligated to read a set book, picked up by the organizers .This year's choice was "The African Queen" originally written by C.S Forester, adapted by H.Q Mitchell. The title itself sounds intriguing, but unfortunately the content is rather disappointing. What could be interesting about two people arguing on a boat while it floats down the river?  Especially if one of them is a woman, pretending an invincible war hero and bosses around a man, who despite of his lack of character tries to be a Mac Giver?

The story begins with the death of Rose's brother, Samuel. They were running a mission in the heart of the African Jungle, converting people to Christianity. An unexpected broke out of World War One ruins all their efforts. After losing her relative, Rose becomes all alone. She has nowhere to go, but her friend, an English mechanic Charlie Allnutt offers her a place on his boat, called "The African Queen". She accepts it and comes up with the most ridiculous idea. Rose doesn't intend to return to England, she wants to sail down the river over enormous rapids, sneak by Germans and blow up the "Louisa", which is a floating fortress. A major sea vessel. The plan is, let's face it, completely unrealistic, sort of mission impossible. And that's how Charlie feels about it. At least he hasn't lost his mind. But eventually he turns out to be another uxorious man. So the journey begins. Along the way they must traverse deadly rapids, cataractes, plague of mosquitoes, German soldiers, malaria, broken propeller and many others. 

With no one to depend on but themselves, they begin to form an unbreakable bond of trust, friendship and finally love. However, the book doesn't allow us to feel any sympathy for the characters. They seem distanced and cold. So at the end we might be surprised with their declaration of getting married. They actually never say : " I love you". In spite of many obstacles, their dream comes true, although it doesn't go exactly as they planned. The Lousia is destroyed, mission is completed.

As you can see the adaptation isn't fascinating, we just may hope the original book is much better. 

The only positive thing about "The African Queen" is the patriotic side of the book. It shows that there are still people, who are able to sacrifice their lives for homeland. It also encourages us to chase our dreams.

At the end I would like to quote Shakespeare, because I believe the phrase from "Hamlet" perfectly describes Rose and Charlie's intentions -  "There's a method in the madness" .
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